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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH CHATTI 

1. IN MEETING WITH SECRETARY ON MARCH 16. FOREIGN MINISTER 
CHATTI PRESENTED TUNISIAN VIEWS ON MIDDLE EAST AND SOUGHT 
SECRETARY'S EXPLANATION OF CURRENT STATUS OF SETTLEMENT 
NEGOTIATION. CHATTI SAID THAT EGYPTIANS HAVE CONFIDENCE IN 
SECRETARY AND THAT BOTH PRESIDENT ASAD AND PLO/FATAH ARE 
READY FOR DISCUSSIONS. CHATTI SAID THAT TUNISIA IS PREPARED 
PLAY USEFUL ROLE AND HAS GOOD CONTACTS AMONG PALESTINIAN 
LEADERS. SECRETARY SAID THAT NEXT STEP IS DISENGAGEMENT 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN SYRIA AND ISRAEL. IT IS PREREQUISITE 

FOR CONSIDERATION OF PROBLEMS RELATED TO JORDAN AND 
PALESTINIANS. USG RECOGNIZES THAT THERE CAN BE NO SOLUTION 
TO OVERALL MIDDLE EAST DISPUTE WHICH DOES NOT INCLUDE 
PALESTINIANS, BUT IT IS DIFFICULT TO TELL WHO ACTUALLY 
REPRESENTS THEM. IT IS IN PALESTINIAN INTEREST THAT CURRENT 
NEGOTIATION WITH SYRIA SUCCEED. 

2. BOURGUIBA VISIT: SECRETARY PROPOSED MAY 30 AS DATE FOR 
SECRET 
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MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENTS NIXON AND BOURGUIBA BUT WARNED 
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OF SLIGHT CHANCE THAT DATE WOULD HAVE TO BE POSTPONED BY 
ONE WEEK. CHATTI REPLIED THAT SINCE BOURGUIBA WOULD HAVE 
TO BE IN TUNIS FOR TUNISIAN NATIONAL DAY ON JUNE 1, A 
DATE IN JUNE MIGHT BE BETTER. SECRETARY SAID WE WOULD 

LOOK INTO MATTER. 

3. PLEASE CONFIRM THAT CHATTI, AFTER CONTACTING BOURGUIBA 
ON HIS RETURN, STILL BELIEVES THAT WEEK OF JUNE 3-7 WOULD 
FIT WITH BOURGUIBA'S OWN SCHEDULE. KISSINGER 



SECRET 
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